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Blytheville Pro Solo 
by Brian Meyer 

Last year after doing well at a National Tour Solo, I decided I was going to run 
a Pro Solo event in 2010. I've been at this game a long time but most of that 
has been in a front wheel drive CRX in a class filled with RWD Miatas. Since 
Pro Solo involves a drag race start I had always assumed that a FWD car is 
going to give up too much at the line to work well at a Pro, so I never tried it. 
That was a mistake by the way. 

So early in 2010 I'm planning for my first big Pro Solo event. The Spud (my 
Subaru STI) hasn't been running quite right so I decided to get the engine tune 
updated at Cobb Tuning in Plano TX on the way to the Pro. After all, it's sort of 
on the way to Blytheville, Arkansas ï well maybe if you squint your eyes 
somewhat ï but the Spud does need a retune. Besides, Cobb has just enabled 
the 2-stage rev limiter for my car so that should make drag race stlye launches 
a snap, right? 

I figured if I'm going to update the tune then this is really a good time to install 
that low restriction turbo inlet hose I've been putting off (because it would 
require a re-tune) so I ordered one up and installed it a week before the event. 
The Bridgestone tires that have been on the Spud since the middle of last year 
and were worn down to the bars but I couldn't decide whether to replace them 
or run them as they were since less tread depth means more responsiveness 
and less weight. I ordered a set of tires just in case I need them.  Ultimately I 
decided to stick with the old tires and replace them after the event. Somehow I 
convinced myself that they should be about the same grip as new tires, just 
less weight. 

By now we're into the ñseriously expensiveò realm of Race Car Parts spending. 
This is the level where the family finance committee goes past being alarmed 
about the spending rate and threatens to freeze the RCP account if I don't stop 
the deficit spending ñright now!ò. I try to justify it by thinking this is the only big 
event I'm doing this year, it's my first Pro event and I don't want to get my hat 
handed to me, and besides, the Spud needs a re-tune anyway. I almost 
believe it but in the back of my mind I know I'm way over the line at this point. 
Stupidly, I keep looking forward, don't worry about the past, focus on the goal. 

Thursday before the event - the guys at Cobb recommend I fill up with 91 
octane gas in Oklahoma since premium in TX is all 93 (good stuff too). Part of 
the problem with the current tune could be that it was done last year on 93 and 
burning the 91 swamp water that we have here is causing the ECU to pull a lot 
of timing or worse ï detonation (death to turbo engines). Although I was 
expecting the new turbo inlet to show at least a small gain, the effect of the 91 
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2010 Wail Advertising Rates  

Size Per Month  Per Year  

Small (1/4 page)  $15  $150  

Medium (1/3 page)  $20  $200  

Large (1/2 page)  $25  $250  

Yearly rates are for one calendar year. We typically print 11 

issues per year, but not less than 10. Free text-only ads will 

be printed for club members on a space available basis. 

Picture ads or guaranteed space will be billed at one half of 

the above rates for club members. 

The Witchesô Wail is the official publication of the Wichita 

Region SCCA. Contributions are requested and welcome. All 

manuscripts, drawings, and photographs should be identified as 

to event, time and place, persons involved and the name of the 

submitter. Material will be returned only when requested. The 

editor reserves the right to decline or condense material. All 

material published may be reprinted provided it is clearly 

credited to the author, the Wichita Region SCCA and the Wail. 

Letters to the editor should be signed. Articles and/or 

advertisements published in the Wail do not necessarily express 

the viewpoint of the Wichita Region SCCA or the editor. All 

articles may be submitted electronically or by mail. Contact the 

editor for details. Deadline for articles is the 20th day of the 

preceding month.  
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RE RAMBLINGS  

By Charlene Bettinger 

We have had several solos now; one that had to be cancelled, one that went well, and one that was 
started and had to be shut down due to lightening. WOW!  We have also had two AVRG races; one at 
Hallett and a double driverôs school double regional at St Louis.  To say the driverôs school/regional 
went well would be right, except there was an over abundance of rain and entries were not as high as 
we had hoped. However, those of us who were there had a good time. Doug Low, Wichita Region, 
entered both schools and graduated to finish two regionals. Way to go, Doug! 

As mentioned in the May WAIL, the board is looking at ways to cut expenses and we found someone 
to print the WAIL for considerably less than we have been paying. That is a good first step. We are 
looking for more advertisers and to attract them, we need more to offer them. For that we need more 
articles. So here is your chance, write an article for the WAIL. Write about your experience on the solo 
course, write about getting ready for a solo, write about going to a race, write about getting ready for a 
race, write about whatever you would like and send the article to Sherry Huxtable. 

We are starting a new monthly column. Itôs called ASK FRANK. Send a question to Frank Diringer 
about tech questions. Donôt be afraid to ask questions regarding Solo as well because Frank will 
consult with someone in the solo arena and get that question answered. We look forward to seeing 
your questions, and Frankôs answers. 

We are working with Camp Hiawatha for their annual fund raiser. We have written a rally for them and 
also will hold tricycle races. We need some volunteers for this activity.  Date is July 17

th
.  So please 

come out and help a good cause and get our club recognized.  Please contact Sherry Huxtable if you 
are able to help. 

See you at our events. 


