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UPCOMING EVENTS  

July 28ðMembership mtg 

Brooklynôs Chophouse 7:30 pm           

Aug 1ðSolo Event 7 Strother 

Field, Winfield  

Aug 11ðBoard Meeting Brook-

lynôs Chophouse 7:00 pm 

Aug 22ðSolo Event 8 Strother 

Field, Winfield  

Aug 26ðMembership mtg 

Brooklynôs Chophouse 7:30 pm 

Sept 7-10 Solo National Champi-

onships, Lincoln, NE 

GTO CLUB AUTOCROSS  

By Greg Laws  

ñWe gotta be there by 6:00 AM?  Groaaaan.ò  Thatôs how preparation for the autocross segment of 

the activities at this yearôs national convention for the GTO Club started.  The GTO Clubôs big 

events for the weekend in Wichita were to be the big car show on Saturday afternoon and drag 

racing Saturday night but they needed something else to fill the Friday morning slot.  They rented 

the timing trailer, pylons, equipment, and crew from us.  Under the direction of Guy Roberts a team 

of Wichita SCCA regulars came together to stage this thing but we had to start out early in the 

morning because 1st car was supposed to be off at 9:00 AM. 

Our intrepid crew consisted of Guy Roberts, Bruce Bettinger, Paul Sherman, and me (Greg Laws).  

Robert Clapp was entered in the event as a participant with his 2002 Firehawk but he showed up 

before the start time and was very helpful in explaining the course and so forth to the inexperienced 

new-to-autocrossing Pontiac drivers. Dave Gird showed up later and helped as well. It was a group 

of experienced soloists and that experience came in handy.  The event came off without a hitch once 

a few small concerns were ironed out. Things didnôt look real cheery at 6:00 AM.  The promised 

barricades at the various entrances to the smallish lot located near the new arena had failed to arrive.  

Three vehicles belonging to employees of the Wichita Transit System were parked on the lot and a 

fourth one was pulling in to park at a vital crossover point just as we arrived. The fourth vehicleôs 

driver was gracious enough to move to a different lot but course designer Paul Sherman had to flow 

the course around the other three.  The result proved to solve all concerns for both safety and flow 

so the problem of the parked vehicles became a non-issue.  There were other issues related to the 

layout of this lot and where paddock, grid, and possible spectators might park and/or stand.  We 

ended up with a design layout that wouldnôt have worked for the numbers of people and vehicles in 

a typical Wichita SCCA Solo event but did just fine here since there were only 12 entrants. Actually 

it was 11 entrants from the GTO Club and one guy in a Pontiac GTP who drove in off the street! 

The event itself was a hoot.  Everyone got 8 runs and it was nothing but grins & giggles all day!  

The event had three classes: New Gen GTO, Vintage, and Other Pontiacs.  There were 7 New Gen 

GTOs running and they had a pretty tight spread in times given that most had never autocrossed 

before.  Iôd guess that all but one had never done it before but that one was Eric Miner who posted a 

very aggressive time of 19.783 seconds for 1st in Class. The next five New Gen GTO contestants 

were clustered with a single second, all 21.016 to 21.846!   

Robert Clapp smoked the Other Pontiacs class with a scorching 18.876 run for 1st in Class. That also 

proved to be FTD for the event.  óWay to go Robert! 

The scene stealer of the event proved to be an old boy with a 1964 GTO.  This was Cap Proffitt and 

he was the only entrant in the Vintage class.  The ô64 Goat was immaculately restored right down to 

its manual drum brakes all around.  This was a great-looking car but it was definitely not all show 

and no go. There were humongus sway bars at both ends of the car and all kinds of horsepower and 

torque under the hood. Cap was a newcomer to the sport.  He ran over a cone on his 2nd run while 

slamming on the brakes. Drum brakes donôt like that technique very much and the resulting tire 

smoke from the locked-up front wheel was very impressive. After a little instruction on the need to 

blend into the brakes Cap really got into it.  His final 20.722 was a thrill to watch! 

It was fun for all. I think the GTO Club got a pretty good bang for their buck. Maybe next time they 

might think about a more prominent Saturday spot for greater participation because it rained 

Saturday night and the drag races were cancelled é.   

PLEASE NOTE: Our meeting 

place has changed itôs name! It is 

now known as ñBrooklynôs 

Chophouse.ò Same location, same 

fine food and drink, same excel-

lent service. Join us for the fun at 

6200 W. 21st Street North. 
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2010 Wail Advertising Rates  

Size Per Month  Per Year  

Small (1/4 page)  $15  $150  

Medium (1/3 page)  $20  $200  

Large (1/2 page)  $25  $250  

Yearly rates are for one calendar year. We typically print 11 

issues per year, but not less than 10. Free text-only ads will 

be printed for club members on a space available basis. 

Picture ads or guaranteed space will be billed at one half of 

the above rates for club members. 

The Witchesô Wail is the official publication of the Wichita 

Region SCCA. Contributions are requested and welcome. All 

manuscripts, drawings, and photographs should be identified as 

to event, time and place, persons involved and the name of the 

submitter. Material will be returned only when requested. The 

editor reserves the right to decline or condense material. All 

material published may be reprinted provided it is clearly 

credited to the author, the Wichita Region SCCA and the Wail. 

Letters to the editor should be signed. Articles and/or 

advertisements published in the Wail do not necessarily express 

the viewpoint of the Wichita Region SCCA or the editor. All 

articles may be submitted electronically or by mail. Contact the 

editor for details. Deadline for articles is the 20th day of the 

preceding month.  
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RE RAMBLINGS  

By Charlene Bettinger 

There is so much going on in our club right now that it is difficult to keep track of everything. Here are the highlights: 

Solo events are in full swing for the summer. Guy still needs folks to step up and volunteer to be a chairman for an 

event. Iôll just bet that even if you have never chaired an event before, you could do it. And there are many people 

who will be more than willing to help you learn! 

The rally program, although small, is functioning and those who are participating are having a lot of fun and 

finding new places to rally to, eat, drink, and visit! The last one to a small brewery in Cheney was great...thanks 

Keith. 

The racing season is not over by any means. There are still several races in the division who need our help so donôt 

be afraid to volunteer for one of them. You can check the website for the schedule. 

We continue to be concerned about our finances. The economy has hit everyone, and we are certainly included. 

The Board is looking into several ways to ñkeep us afloatò and Iôm sure we will find those floatation devices. One 

of them of course is the WAIL. You will be receiving an ñOpt Out!ò for receiving a paper copy through the mail. 

Please, if you donôt read your paper copy and just send it to the recycle bin, think about opting out and receiving it 

only electronically. It will save your club money. And, if you have ideas that you think might help, please contact 

one of the Board and voice that idea. We need, and want your input. After all, YOU are why we exist. 

With the sad departure of Paul Donlin (he moved to Minnesota recently) we had an empty seat on the Board of 

Directors. Greg McGehee has stepped up and volunteered to take that position for the balance of 2010. Greg will 

be appointed officially at our Board meeting on July 14. Thanks Greg...and welcome! 

We are planning to start a Junior Carting program in our region. Thanks to Mike Herrick for volunteering to be the 

steward for this program. 

The GTO Club asked us to help them put on an autocross on Friday, July 2. It was a complete success and you can 

read about it in this issue. Their club was very grateful, and we enjoyed hosting them. Thanks to the efforts of 

Bruce Bettinger, Guy Roberts, Greg Laws, Robert Clapp, and Paul Sherman, everyone had a terrific time!  

 

See you at our events (and hopefully a meeting) very soon. 

FROM THE GTO CLUB:  

From: K. Gary Gibbs 

[mailto:Gary.Gibbs@aghlc.com]  

Sent: Friday, July 09, 2010 5:50 PM  

To: Guy Roberts; Paul Sherman; Bruce Bet-

tinger  

Cc: Charlene Bettinger; Michael Cooper  

Subject: Thanks  

Many thanks to you for the excellent job at 

the Autocross!   A fine time was had by all!  

Gary  


