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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Aug 22ðSolo Event 8 Strother 

Field, Winfield  

Aug 26ðMembership mtg 

Brooklynôs Chophouse 7:30 pm 

Sept 7-10 Solo National Champi-

onships, Lincoln, NE 

Sept 8ðBoard Meeting Brook-

lynôs Chophouse   7:00 pm 

Sept 19ðSolo Event 9 Strother 

Field, Winfield  

Sept 22ðMembership mtg 

Brooklynôs Chophouse  7:30 pm 

 

JUNIOR KART PROGRAM  

By Mike Herrick  

Imagine you are a kid (not diffcult for some of us). You like cars. You like having fun. You 

want to test your driving skills. You may have even been to one of our autocross events and 

wanted to join in. So what's the problem? You're not old enough to drive, that's what. Or are 

you? 

For several years, the SCCA Solo department has had a program geared toward drivers who 

had not yet attained a license to drive on public roads, and it serves as an excellent stepping 

stone for moving on to Solo, road racing, or just getting behind the wheel of a real car. The 

Junior Kart program provides a way for kids 16 and under to get on course with the adults to 

sharpen their skills and have as much fun as the rest of us. There is a whole section of the 

Solo rulebook dedicated to the specifics of this program, and it really is the best source for 

answering most questions, but I will lay out the program highlights here: 

--There are 3 classes, based on a child's age: 5-7 (Formula Junior C), 8-11 (Formula Junior 

B), and 12-16 (Formula Junior A).  The FJA and FJB karts are almost the same, with 

minimum weight and some minor engine changes being the only differences.  Engines can 

have around 12-13 horsepower, and gears can be changed to increase acceleration or top 

speed.  The FJC karts are much smaller and use 2-3 horsepower engines; this class will only 

be allowed after running the program at least one year and with national approval. 

--Karts must be those allowed by a karting association. The theory here is to not allow yard 

karts or homemade contraptions. (Those wouldn't be very effective on a Solo course 

anyway.) 

--Safety is extremely important. The karts go through a more detailed safety inspection than 

cars, as many nuts and bolts must be checked for tightness and safety locks. With cornering 

forces above 1.5g and no suspension, these karts can really take a beating; the safety 

inspection ensures the kart will stay together and safe for its driver. The driver must also wear 

head-to-toe safety gear, including a full-face helmet, abrasion-resistant jacket, long pants, 

gloves, and a collar neck brace. Any concern a parent may have regarding a child's safety 

would be eliminated by seeing how much emphasis is placed on proper safety requirements. 

--The karts run separately from the cars. The method that worked well in the past is running 

all cars in the first heat and then running the junior karts while the workers are still at their 

work stations. 

There are many other aspects of the program that I have not touched on here, but they can all 

be found within the Junior Kart rules in section 19 of the Solo rulebook. The goal of this 

program in the Wichita Region will be to provide children under 16 with an outlet to drive 

with us big kids in a safe, controlled environment that also focuses on being responsible and 

disciplined. As of the time I am writing this, I am the only active Youth Steward in the 

Wichita Region. I could certainly use at least one more person who would be interested in 

attaining this license, as a Youth Steward is required to be at any event that has junior kart 

drivers. I also welcome anyone who wishes to help at the events or anywhere in between. 

If anyone has questions about any aspect of this program, from helping run it to getting a 

child involved, feel free to contact me by e-mail or phone (conekiller75@yahoo.com or (316) 

651-7921).  By the time you read this, we will be able to run these karts at our regional 

events. I am looking forward to guiding our young drivers through the Junior Kart program, 

and I am eager to watch them grow in driving skills and life skills that will be learned 

through this experience.  

PLEASE NOTE: Our meeting 

place has changed itôs name! It is 

now known as ñBrooklynôs 

Chophouse.ò Same location, same 

fine food and drink, same excel-

lent service. Join us for the fun at 

6200 W. 21st Street North. 
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2010 Wail Advertising Rates  

Size Per Month  Per Year  

Small (1/4 page)  $15  $150  

Medium (1/3 page)  $20  $200  

Large (1/2 page)  $25  $250  

Yearly rates are for one calendar year. We typically print 11 

issues per year, but not less than 10. Free text-only ads will 

be printed for club members on a space available basis. 

Picture ads or guaranteed space will be billed at one half of 

the above rates for club members. 

The Witchesô Wail is the official publication of the Wichita 

Region SCCA. Contributions are requested and welcome. All 

manuscripts, drawings, and photographs should be identified as 

to event, time and place, persons involved and the name of the 

submitter. Material will be returned only when requested. The 

editor reserves the right to decline or condense material. All 

material published may be reprinted provided it is clearly 

credited to the author, the Wichita Region SCCA and the Wail. 

Letters to the editor should be signed. Articles and/or 

advertisements published in the Wail do not necessarily express 

the viewpoint of the Wichita Region SCCA or the editor. All 

articles may be submitted electronically or by mail. Contact the 

editor for details. Deadline for articles is the 20th day of the 

preceding month.  
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Charlene Bettinger 

bbetting@sbcglobal.net 

(316) 788-3942 

Asst. Regional Executive  

Guy Roberts 

groberts@kiphs.com 

(316) 630-0515 

Past Regional Executive  

Keith Pfautz 

pfautz@embarqmail.com 

(620) 327-2327 

Secretary  

Jason Rogers 

jmr302@gmail.com 

(316) 259-0931 

Treasurer  

John Houston 

jchouston@cox.net 

(316) 634-2966 

Activities Director  

Steve Roepken 

sroepken@cox.net 

(316) 684-2188 

Junior Kart Steward  

none 

Board of Directors:  

Paul Sherman 

paul.sherman1@att.net 

(316) 733-2720 
 

Brian Meyer 

bjm@gearz.org 

(316) 773-1714 

Steve Roepken 

sroepken@cox.net 

(316) 684-2188 

Matt Miller 

rallyxPOS13@gmail.com 

(316) 841-0966 

 
Kyle Auchterlonie 

kaoshonen@gmail.com 

(316)259-0550 

 

Greg McGehee 

 

 

Membership  

 

Merchandise  
 

Mike Herrick 
conekiller75@yahoo.com 

(316)773-2425 

 
 
 

Race Competition Chair  

Scott Bettinger 

(316) 554-7461 

Rally Chair  

N/A 

Solo Chair  

Guy Roberts 

groberts@kiphs.com 

(316) 630-0515 

Wail Editors  

Sherry Huxtable 

sherryhux@cox.net 

(316) 721-0307 

Brian Meyer 

bjm@gearz.org 

(316) 773-1714 

Webmaster  

Guy Roberts 

groberts@kiphs.com 

(316) 630-0515 

Address Changes:  

National Office 

Wichita Region Contacts  
Club Phone (Recording) (316) 788 -6023  
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RE RAMBLINGS  

By Charlene Bettinger 

As all of you know, the Board has been looking at ways to cut our Club expenses due to the changes in our economy. One of our biggest 

expenses is the publishing and distribution of the WAIL. We looked at getting more advertisers, but again at this point at least, the 

economy is causing businesses to cut their budgets.  

National SCCA made arrangements for all regions to have printing done through Fed-X at a large discount. Brian checked this out for us 

and found we could save money by establishing an account with Fed-X.  

The board also looked into the cost of mailing the WAIL. We have been using bulk postage which requires we mail a minimum of 200 

pieces. Figuring the cost of the bulk mail annual permit and the cost of printing and mailing more WAILS than we actually need to mail, 

we decided it would be a savings to mail first class. We have known for some time that many of our members are reading the WAIL on 

�O�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���S�X�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�D�U�G���F�R�S�\���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���U�H�F�\�F�O�H���E�L�Q���Z�K�H�Q���L�W���D�U�U�L�Y�H�V�����6�R�����W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���D�Q���³�R�S�W���R�X�W�´���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����0�D�Qy of you 

have already responded by requesting �± opting out �± to not receive a paper WAIL. Again, more savings. Understand, there are still many 

people who want to receive a paper WAIL and we will continue to provide that to those people. We will continue with this plan for a 

few months and then review, but if the savings continue as we think they will, we believe this will be an excellent program. 

The board is committed to continue to look for ways to cut down our club expenses without cutting down on the services we provide for 

our members. I want to thank the Board for being proactive to our Club finances instead of  reacting to them after the fact. 

Now, on to happenings in our region. We are going strong on our Solo program. We continue to look for a site in Wichita, but so far 

none has been found. If any of you know of a lot we might be able to use in Wichita, please let Guy or myself know and let us know 

who we should talk to about the lot.  

We co-oped the divisional solo in Salina. We had a better turn out than last year and a really great course!! WAY TO GO BRIAN!!! 

Looking forward to more entries next year. 

We held another fun rally with a total of five entries.  All had a GREAT time driving around the Kansas countryside and ending up at a 

new brewery in Cheney for supper. Good choice Keith! 

We had the final AVRG race of the season at Hallett on the July 4th weekend. (Other racing continues in the Midiv). We had a low 

driver turn out, but it was a good weekend, especially considering the weather in Wichita was certainly not good.  No bad incidents and 

lots of good racing.   

Over half of the year is gone already. Time goes fast when you are having fun. But it is time to start looking and planning for next year. 

The region will need officers for next year; an RE, board members, and people to chair various positions in our club.  Please consider 

being one of these people. We cannot run the club efficiently without good leadership, and each one of you is definitely a candidate. 

Contact a current officer and tell them which position you would like to fill. We will get your name on the ballot in November. 

�*�U�H�J���0�F�*�H�K�H�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���%�R�D�U�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���3�D�X�O���'�R�Q�O�L�Q�¶�V���S�O�D�F�H�����:�H���Z�L�O�O���P�L�V�V���3�D�X�O�����E�X�W���*�U�H�J���Z�L�O�O���P�D�N�H���D���J�R�R�G���D�G�G�L�W�Lon to 

the Board. 

Be sure to attend the membership meetings on the 4th �:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���P�R�Q�W�K���D�W���%�U�R�R�N�O�\�Q�¶�V���&�K�R�S�K�R�X�V�H�����3�O�D�\�H�U�¶�V�����R�Q���:������st Street 

in Wichita. I think you will be surprised at what you can find out about our club and you will certainly solidify great lifetime 

friendships.  


